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Now a Registered Nurse in Canada
Living & working  in the province of
Manitoba
Now also a Permanent Resident of
Canada
OMNI College graduate

Mutual respect and
work/life balance are the
most treasured things
Sang found in Canada.

Sang was a nurse in South Korea.  His life there
was busy. Too busy.  

He and his wife were both nurses yet they
rarely spent time together because they
worked so many hours to make ends meet. 
Their daughter had to be taken care of by her
grandmother so he and his wife could work. 
Neither of them found fulfillment in their jobs. 
They felt that Korean nurses are considered to
be working under doctors – they were never
treated equally.   It was an unfair environment
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Since Sang had spent a few years

studying in the USA during

highschool, he knew he wanted to

study abroad again. This time,

however, he chose Canada because

of it is known to be a very safe

country.   He had also heard a lot of

good things about how the nurses are

treated in Canada.  

He came to Canada through an

agency – which originally placed him

in a different school in downtown

Vancouver.  Within his first few days

in class, Sang was dissatisfied with

that school and realized it would

never help him attain his goals.  

He ended up making an appointment

to sit in on a day of class at OMNI

College, and within a few minutes of

that class he knew instantly that he

needed to switch schools.  

“OMNI had exactly what I needed. The
classes in the lab helped me the most for
my practice as well as preparation for
the clinical exam.   It wasn’t just that
though - the classes covered everything,
even about how to think and practice
like Canadian nurses.”

"I made the right
decision to come to
Canada."

the world.  Each of their journeys is 
unique.  Yet they all share the same 
common goal: to work as nurses in 
Canada.

In celebration of the College 
achieving its 20 year anniversary 
milestone, this Nursing Journeys 
series was launched to share more 
details about our students' own 
unique stories, and how they 
achieved success here in Canada.

It's been 20 years since the day OMNI 
College was founded, in a suburb of 
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. 

Over the course of 2 decades, the 
College has proudly supported 
internationally-educated nurses in 
their quest to become Canadian 
nurses.

Nurses come to OMNI from all walks 
of life, and from countries all around

20 years of supporting IENs in Canada
By OMNI College 

Now, Sang works as a Cardiac ICU
nurse in Winnipeg, Manitoba, where
he is treated equally as the doctors.

He feels that his patients really do
appreciate what nurses do. He told
us that “I have actually received
several thank you letters from my
patients. It really made me happy and I
know I made the right decision to come
to Canada.” 

He is a now a permanent resident of
Canada, and qualified through the
Skilled Worker stream.  

Today, Sang appreciates the fact
that he gets to spend time with his
family.   He earns enough money to
support his entire family, so now his
wife can stay home and raise their 3
children.   Being able to do this “is a
great turning point in my life,” he says.

(story continues on next page)

“The journey to become a Canadian
nurse was not an easy one.” But
Sang says his wife supported him
to focus on studying, and his
classmates all encouraged one
another to stay focused and
become successful.  “All of the staff
at OMNI gave me strength to
continue my journey – they
supported me not only academically
but also emotionally.”

Asides from the studying and
written examinations, it was the
skills assessment that was the
most challenging for Sang.  

“I am a type of person who gets really
nervous when someone is watching
me doing something and the
assessment made me really nervous
because not only the assessor is
observing me performing skills but
also I only had one chance.
Moreover, you will not know what to
expect on the skills assessment.
Those were very challenging to me.”

Despite his nervousness, he ended
up scoring very well on that skills
assessment.

Fellow OMNI alumni, Daniel from the Philippines

http://www.omnicollege.com/


When asked about what he loves
the most about Canada, he sums it
up into a few key things: Respect,
Career Growth, Work/life balance
with his family, and education for
his kids.

“Not only do the doctors respect your
opinion but we also work together.
There is no such thing as someone in a
higher position than the other. The
nurses, doctors as well as other
therapists such as physio therapists,
respiratory therapists and many
others work together as a team and
we set the goals for the patients
together.”

He also talks about the
opportunities to further his career
as a nurse.  

“Here, you have a variety of options to
choose among to advance your
career. You can progress to a Master’s
degree, get into teaching, become a
nurse practitioner, or have more
advanced practice training.

.
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You can even choose to be a travel
nurse. I may have been able to do
these as well in Korea, but it would
have been impossible when I have a
family to support. Not to mention I
would never get to see them.”

...........................................

Final words from Sang:

“Canada is special to me because it
gave me a life with my family.  

Raising children in Korea is very
costly. Statistics say it costs 1 million
dollars to raise a child from age 1 to
18 in Korea. Moreover, it was
extremely competitive when I was
studying in Korea and very stressful.
My friends back home say it is getting
even worse.  On the other hand, here
in Canada I do not have to worry
about such things. 

I am very happy that I have moved
here in Canada with my family.”
~Sang Yun Kim, RN.
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