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NURSING JOURNEYS
INTERNATIONALLY-EDUCATED NURSES RECOUNT THEIR INDIVIDUAL  STORIES ON 
THEIR ROAD TO BECOMING NURSES IN CANADA

OVERVIEW:

Wilma Rodrigues: a Nurse from India
Now a Registered Nurse in Canada
Living & working  in the province of
British Columbia
Now also a Permanent Resident of
Canada
OMNI College graduate

Wilma had a dream to
come to Canada for a
very long time.

She heard that Ron Burke, the Founder
of OMNI College, would be visiting Kerala,
India, to conduct an information session for
nurses in India.  However, Wilma was living
in another city and couldn’t attend in
person.   She really wanted to meet with
Ron so ended up being able to arrange a
Skype meeting.  

It was during that meeting online that she
felt the doors opened for her to realize her
dream.   She learned all about OMNI
College and about the process of becoming
nurse in Canada.

http://www.omnicollege.com/


During her meeting online she felt a

genuine trust and respect for Ron,

and knew right away that she would

be taken care of in Canada.  So she

did not even research or look at

other colleges. She says “He appeared
to be very helpful and approachable,
which turned out to be very true.”

Upon arriving into Canada and going

through the OMNI program and the

nurse registration process, Wilma

found that the entire OMNI family

and staff helped to keep her

motivated.  

Not only did she get the academic

training she needed to be successful

in the workplace, she learned far

more than that too, including

humility, being respectful and other

soft skills that are critical to the

workplace in Canada. 

The hardest parts, Wilma says, were

“financial challenges, and being away
from my family – but my aim was to
become a nurse in Canada, and I wasn’t
willing to let any obstacles get in my
way.”

"I feel proud to put a
stethoscope around my
neck and care for
patients."

the world.  Each of their 
journeys is unique.   Yet they all 
share the same common goal: to 
work as nurses in Canada.

In celebration of the College 
achieving its 20 year anniversary 
milestone, this Nursing Journeys 
series was launched to share more 
details about our students' own 
unique stories, and how they 
achieved success here in Canada.

It's been 20 years since the day 
OMNI College was founded, in a 
suburb of Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Canada. 

Over the course of 2 decades, the 
College has proudly supported 
internationally-educated nurses in 
their quest to become Canadian 
nurses.

Nurses come to OMNI from all walks 
of life, and from countries all around

20 years of supporting IENs in Canada
By OMNI College 

Back home only doctors used to carry
stethoscopes. Here I feel proud to put a
stethoscope around my neck and care
for patients. Everyone treats you with
respect. Nurses are regarded very
highly here in Canada.

There are many in-service education
opportunities at work too, including
nursing skill classes which are all paid
by the employers. Moreover, we have
an amazing pension plan for
retirement.  Our Nurse to patient ratio
is 1:4 or 5 during day and night. Beside
this, we also have sufficient break
times.”

(story continues on next page)

Upon achieving her Canadian RN
license, Wilma was able to secure
employment right away.  

“There are many nursing jobs here. 
Plus, my instructors were always
there for me and provided great
support throughout the entire
process. They are my backbone to
becoming a nurse here in Canada.”

Today, Wilma says her life is so
much easier than it was back in
India.  

“The knowledge I gained from OMNI
helps me at my workplace but also in
my daily life out in Canadian society.
I have built many friendships at
church. We have an Indian
community here too so we still get to
celebrate our same Indian occasions
as back home."

"I love so many things about being a
nurse here in Canada. 

http://www.omnicollege.com/


So – did Wilma achieve her goal to
come to Canada?
 
Yes, absolutely.  She is now a
Permanent Resident.  
 
She qualified through the point
system.  
 
Recently she sent us a photo of her
and her family from the new home
she has purchased.   She was able
to buy her house after securing her
permanent RN job and after only a
few months of working.  “This made
me feel something really different – I
think it was pride”.
 
............................................
 
Final words, from Wilma: 
 
“Respect makes Canada special to
me. A big THANK YOU to OMNI
College”.  ~Wilma Rodriges, RN
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OMNI College is a government designated, private post-secondary institution in Vancouver, Canada.  
The College specializes in preparing Internationally-Educated Nurses for work in Canada.  

Wilma proudly pinning her flag on the "Where Our Students Are Working
As Nurses" wall map at OMNI College Canada

http://www.omnicollege.com/

